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psalms/tweets: 


Psalms in 
Contemporary Style 


BY MARY ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Q. What was the thought 
process behind translating the 
language of the psalms into 
contemporary language and 
into the tweet format? 

A. My motive for writing this 
book was that after 3000 years, 
these classic writings do not 
punch you in the gut. They were 
originally written to be emotional 
responses to the good, the bad, 
and the ugly experiences in our 
lives. They flowed with the expe- 
rience of living in those times. In 
the original style, the old style, 
they were poems and songs and 
were meant to be experienced as 
such. They don't speak to our way 
of experiencing things today, 
which is short and fast. 

Q. There have been many 
Bible translations over the 
years. Do you have any role 
models? 

A. This is not a translation. I 
have studied a minimal amount 
of original bible languages, the 
Hebrew and the Greek. I am not 
competent to translate out of the 
original language. I took a look at 
a number of translations, The 
RSV, the NIV, The Message, and 
Phillips, etc. I looked at the trans- 
lations and rendered them into 
contemporary language. 

Q. Eugene Peterson, who 
wrote the message said this, 


Professor Jim Gustafson 
chats about his latest 
book, “Psalms/tweets: 
Psalms in Contemporary 
Style” 


on Galatians, I began to realize 
that the adults in my class 
weren't feeling the vitality and 
directness that I sensed as I 
read and studied the New 
Testament in its original Greek. 
Writing straight from the origi- 
nal text, I began to attempt to 
bring into English the rhythms 
and idioms of the original lan- 
guage. I knew that the early 
readers of the New Testament 
were captured and engaged by 
these writings and I wanted my 
congregation to be impacted in 
the same way. I hoped to bring 
the New Testament to life for 
two different types of people: 
those who hadn't read the Bible 
because it seemed too distant 
and irrelevant and those who 
had read the Bible so much that 
it had become ‘old hat.'" 
http://www.biblegateway.com/y 
ersions/Message-MSG-Bible/ 
Which audience did you have 
in mind in mind when you were 
writing psalms/tweets? 

A. My primary audience 
would be people with some 
awareness of the Bible; people 
who love it and respect it. I want 
it to hit them between the eyes. I 
hope that some who are not too 
familiar with the Bible or who 
don't get the Bible might serious- 
ly consider it after reading the 
book. 

Q. How do you recommend 
readers use this book? 

A. I laid it out as a devotional 
aid. I gave it a spiral binding so 
you could lay it open without 
having to hold it with one hand. I 
gave the reader plenty of lines for 
thoughts, prayers, for journaling 
with God. It is meant to be a med- 
itative experience. 

Q. How long did it take you 
to write the book? 

A. I did it as a daily exercise 
for my own amazement. I wrote 
out my thoughts as I read through 
the psalms and it a little over a 
year, it was finished. 

Q. You self-published the 
book? 

A: Yes, I own the copyright 
and the ISBN number. I got help 
from the Conservative 
Congregational Christian 
Conference, which is where I 
have ministerial standing. They 
found a printer and they have 
someone who designed the front 
cover. 

Q. How can people buy your 
book? 

A. I am offering them on a 
donation basis. I have no 
thoughts of trying to profit from 
the word of God. I rolled this 
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Editorial 


Curb credit purchases over the holidays 


“Never run into debt, not if you can 
find anything else to run in to.” Josh 
Billings (1818-1885), The Complete 
Works of Josh Billings, 1919. 

Billings was the pen name for Henry 
Wheeler Shaw, who worked as a jour- 
nalist, lecturer and humorist. He came 
from a long line of politicians. 

All joking aside, many people go 
into debt during the holidays. The holi- 
day season is a time of giving, and it's 
easy to pull out a credit card when there 
is no cash in your pocket to pay for pur- 
chases of gifts, holiday outfits and vari- 
ous provisions to bring with you to par- 
ties. After all, who wants to show up 
empty handed? 

These items can add up fast. They 
seem to be necessities for the holidays. 
When living on a student budget, cash 
can disappear quickly, and pulling out 
your credit card seem like the best way 
cover your expenses until the next pay- 
check comes in. 

The problem arises as soon as the 
next paycheck comes in. We think we 
are going to pay for the purchases we 


the matter is we usually need to pay for 
our every day expenses with that check. 

The trick to staying debt free 
through the holiday season is awareness 
and planning. Be aware that the holiday 
season is expensive. Have a plan to get 
through it without using your credit 
card, and stick to it. 

First, can you start a Christmas Club 
in January? Even if you put $20 a week 
into the account you will have about 
$1000 to spend on Christmas. 

Second, have a few favorite 
Christmas recipes you make to bring to 
holiday parties. Have your ingredients 
on hand and plan a time to whip up your 
goodies before a party. 

Third, do you need a new outfit? 
Will a combination of reds and greens in 
your closet with a new necklace make 
you feel and look just as festive a a 
whole new outfit? 

With a little foretought and planning 
you can have a wonderful holiday sea- 
son without going into debt. After 
Chrismas will be much less stressful 
too, when you don't have to worry about 


put on our credit cards, but the fact of paying off your credit card. 
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“Going to New York to 
see a musical.” 


York.” 
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BUSINESS TRANSFER 


“No idea, just working.” 


FIDEL PICHARDO 
ENGINEERING 


“Visting some family in 
Jersey.” 


Better yourself for 
the coming year 


By JESSICA PALMER 
OPINION EDITOR 


The ending of each year 
brings many together for the 
holidays and brings discussion 
of the New Year to come. Many 
talk about what they wish they 
did this year and what they hope 
to achieve for next year. New 
Years resolutions are common 
among most people and what 
they choose to do can vary. 
Losing weight, quitting smok- 
ing, and spending more time 
with family. Getting started 


Show your support 
for NECC athletics 


By Matr GINGRAS 
SPORTS EDITOR 


We’re about halfway through 
the Northern Essex basketball 


_ season now, and attendance for 


the home basketball games hasn’t 
increased very much from game 
to game. College basketball, 
whether it is NCAA Division 1 or 
NJCAA Division 3, is hugely 
reliant on the sixth man. That is, 
the crowd factor. 
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New Year, new you 


with your resolution can be dif- 
ficult and staying on track with 
it also is a challenge for most. 
Having a New Years resolution 
in general can keep you focused 
on a goal that when reached will 
give you a feeling of accom- 
plishment and you'll look for- 
ward for making a goal for next 
year. 

Losing weight is one of the 
top New Years resolutions and 
can be difficult to stick to. 
However, according to 
about.com, there are a lot of 
ways you can stick to this par- 
ticular resolution. But having a 
date can help you especially 
because you'd be accountable 
for achieving that goal by that 
particular time. 


Trying to rush your goal and 
not having a specific date can 
only lead to you feeling unsure 
about what to do or what steps 
to take and in turn giving up, 
but the article states, “Having 
that timeline reminds me that I 
can pace myself according to 
my goal rather than doing too 
much, too soon.” 

According to the American 
Cancer Society roughly four to 
seven percent of people were 
able to quit smoking without the 
help or medicines. Without help 
quitting smoking isn't an easy 
task to achieve. Having some 
sort of a plan is essential in giv- 
ing up a bad habit. Zen Habits 
recommends, “Have a system 
of rewards, a support system, a 


person to call if you're in trou- 
ble.” Planning out what you'll 
do when faced with a trigger or 
what you'll reward yourself 
with will help keep you focused 
on the outcomes of your healthy 
choice. 

Most of us have good inten- 
tions when it comes to spending 
time with our loved ones. 
However, many of us fall short 
when taking on the task. 
Making simple family routines 
or rituals can be an easy way to 
spend more time with your fam- 
ily. Eating dinner together every 
night, going for walks or taking 
part in outdoor activities, and 
Just having a certain time of the 
day when everyone gets togeth- 
er to talk about their day. 


Support our teams 


The men’s basketball team 
traveled to Roxbury this past 
week, and Roxbury had a very 
loud crowd. Not just the noise 
level, but the passion that 
Roxbury’s fans brought out was 
devastating to the visiting 
Knights. There’s no doubt in my 
mind that their fans were a factor 
in the result: a 93-37 loss for 
Northern Essex. Roxbury’s fans 
had a passion that the Knights 
have only seen once. Team’s need 
more than that. 

Playing in front of a home 
crowd is a feeling that is unri- 
valed. Jarvis Castro, a second 
year basketball player with the 


Knights, has made that much 
clear. “I go around and tell people 
to come to our games, I do. I like 
playing in front of a 
crowd, Castro said. “The other 
night, the crowd was a huge part 
of our comeback.” 

Kyle Davis, another second 
year player on the men’s basket- 
ball team, shared Castro’s 
thoughts on that matter. “We need 
more staff, students, faculty to 
come out and support us,’ said 
Davis. 

As of writing, the men’s bas- 
ketball team sits at 5-4 and the 
women are 0-4. The men’s team 
is 3-2 at their home court. The 


two losses, which came against 
Bunker Hill Community College 
and MassBay Community 
College, have both been nail- 
biters -- close games that have 
come down to the last few min- 
utes. If we had a loud, passionate, 
and ruthless crowd, we very well 
could be undefeated at home and 
7-2 total. Some people don’t 
think the crowd can play that 
much of a factor, but it definitely 
can. 
Duke University is well 


known for the “Cameron 
Crazies’that occupy Cameron 
Indoor Stadium. Kansas 


University has a deafening 


VirtualMedicalCentre.com 
states, “routines and rituals 
mean time spent together as a 
family, but have also been 
shown to strengthen family 
relationships and increase mari- 
tal satisfaction.” Designating 
time for you and your family to 
spend together can not only 
bring you happiness but also 
can strengthen the bonds within 
your family. 

New Years brings a time of 
improvement and promise. 
Choosing what you want to 
change about your life is up to 
you and how you stick with it 
depends on how bad you want it 
and what steps you are willing 
to take to change it. 


“Rock, chalk, Jayhawk” chant 
that make them famous in the col- 
lege basketball world. I think it’s 
time that Northern Essex made 
some tradition of its own. Let’s 
make the Health and Wellness 
Center an intimidating court to 
play at. 

The first game of the second 
half of the season is Jan. 5 at 3 
p.m. The Northern Essex Knights 
are hosting the University of 
Connecticut: Avery Point. UConn 
should see what NECC basket- 
ball is all about. Everyone, come 
and support the team and let’s 
take the roof off the court. 


What's the degree mania? 


MCTCAMPUS 
ARTICLE 


For many years the conven- 
tional wisdom in the United 
States has been that the more peo- 
ple who graduate from college, 
the better off we'll be. It's time to 
challenge that "wisdom." The 
evidence says it's wrong. 

In his first major address early 
in 2009, President Barack Obama 
set forth a national goal of 
becoming first in the world in the 
percentage of college-educated 
citizens. Supposedly, that would 
make our economy more produc- 
tive and competitive. 

The notion that the economy 
can be pulled up by processing 
more young people through col- 
lege has lots of allure at the state 
level as well. Two University of 
North Carolina professors, for 
example, recently proposed that 
North Carolina set as an "aspira- 
tional" goal having 32 percent of 
the state's working-age popula- 
tion have a bachelor's degree or 
higher by 2018, up from 28 per- 


cent today. 

There are two problems with 
such goals. 

First, politicians and bureau- 
crats shouldn't be setting goals 
for citizens. It should work the 
other way around, especially 
when the know-it-all government 
consistently fails to meet mini- 
mum competency — standards 
itself, such as passing a budget on 
time. 

Individuals usually make 
pretty sensible decisions on their 
own. We don't need public offi- 
cials to set goals for us. 

But how could more educa- 
tion be harmful? 

That brings me to the second 
problem. 

America already has gone far 
past the point of diminishing 
returns on higher education. 
Trying to lure more young people 
into college just so we can say we 
have more college graduates will 
lead to more 20-something 
Americans with college degrees 
who are holding down jobs that 
don't require degrees or don't pay 


enough to cover the cost of col- 


lege. 
For decades, we have been 
subsidizing college through 


increasingly generous student aid 
programs. That has worked in the 
sense that more high school grad- 
uates go on to college. 

But many graduate without 
learning much. That's because as 
the number of students entering 
college has gone up, academic 
standards have gone down. 

Many books and articles have 
been written about the "dumbing- 
down" of college and how admin- 
istrators encourage faculty to 
mollify students many of whom 
are ill prepared and poorly moti- 
vated by inflating grades and 
watering down the material. 
Professors have been telling us 
that for years, but few of us have 
paid attention. 

Now, as a result of two events 
from last year, many Americans 
are starting to realize that college 
has been oversold. 

The first event was the 
"Occupy Wall Street" protests. A 


large percentage of the occupiers 
were unemployed college gradu- 
ates who had a lot of grievances, 
foremost among them the fact 
that they couldn't pay their col- 
lege loans. 

That was a direct hit on the 
belief that college graduates have 
the inside track on good, high- 
paying jobs. In fact, hundreds of 
thousands (perhaps millions) of 
college graduates today in addi- 
tion to those who are unemployed 
are working part-time, or holding 
jobs they could have done while 
still in high school, such as serv- 
ing coffee, waiting on tables, 
working a cash register. 

Supply doesn't create its own 
demand. The simple fact that we 
produce more students with bach- 
elor's degrees doesn't automati- 
cally create more jobs requiring 
bachelor's degrees. 

The second 2011 event was 
the publication, by the University 
of Chicago Press, of a remarkable 
new book, "Academically 
Adrift," in which the authors, two 
highly respected sociologists, 


We want to hear from you. 


showed that a high percentage of 
college students "did not demon- 
strate any significant improve- 
ment in learning" during their 
student years. 

As veteran higher education 
writer Scott Jaschik commented 
in Inside Higher Ed, "If the pur- 
pose of a college education is for 
students to learn, (the book 
showed that) academe is failing.” 

Pushing more people through 
college hasn't raised our national 
skills level or made us more pro- 
ductive. Instead, it has helped 
create a bloated, inefficient high- 
er education sector; it has 
strapped millions of students with 
high levels of debt; and it has 
caused a bad case of credential 
inflation with employers 
demanding college degrees for 
work that only calls for basic 
skills and trainability. 

It is time for our leaders to 
recognize that higher education, 
like almost everything else, is 
subject to diminishing returns. 
More isn't always better. 


Send letters or opinion columns to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Write on 


Students receive the 
help they need to 
improve their writing 


By ADAM CLANCY 
Correspondent 


There are many ways to get 
help with schoolwork here at 
Northern Essex. Whenever a stu- 
dent needs help on writing an 
essay or basic book work, these 
players are the place to go. The 
Writing and Reading Centers in 
particular are great for people 
who are in the basic classes of 
reading and writing and college 
reading classes. Students strug- 
gling in Basic Reading and 
Writing can get a lot of help here 
with with grammar mistakes and 
sentence structure. Elio Navarro, 
Erin Oneil and Tyler Thuotte 
were three students working 
hard in these two centers. 

Navarro was getting help in 
the Reading Center for his 
English Comp I class. He needed 
help with some book work. The 
passage he was reading in the 
book was about health and some 
of the words and questions at the 
end of the passage were giving 
him trouble. “The tutors are 
really nice and you don't have to 
be afraid to ask a question,” says 
Navarro. You can ask any ques- 
tion you want and you never 
have to feel embarrassed about 
asking a question that you might 
feel silly or stupid about. 

Oneil took her tutoring needs 
to the Writing Center when she 
needed her essay revised. “I felt 
like my essay wasn't complete 
enough and something didn't 
feel right about [it],” says 
Oneil. Her paper did have prob- 
lems as she expected, but once 
she knew her mistakes, she knew 
how to extend her paper. “I was 
a little nervous at first because 
I'm not the biggest fan of getting 
my essay revised, but when it 
was over I realized that they are 
there to help, not intimidate, stu- 
dents. I highly recommend any 
student who is having trouble 


writing 
Center 


Photo by Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 


The Writing Center is 
in room C205 in the 
Spurk Building 


with their essays to go here.” 
Thuotte also went to the writ- 
ing center when he was getting 
his final essay revised for his 
Basic Writing class. “All my 
other essays weren't so great but 
after going here for my previ- 
ously written essays I learned 
enough to make my writing the 
best it could be,” says Thuotte. 
After he got his final essay 
revised, there were much smaller 
mistakes than his previous ones. 
“I'm glad I went here. The tutors 
helped my future with writing.” 


psalms/tweets: 


Continued from Page | 

book out at a Men's Bible study 

at seven in the morning. | am also 

beginning to offer the book to other 

churches and organizations. They 

can even be used for gifts. | want 

this to be a low key and creative 
experience. 

Q. So if someone wants your 
book, how do they contact you? 

A. They can contact me at my 
NECC email, 
jgustafson@necc.mass.edu. 

Q. Do you have any thoughts of 
transferring more of the Bible into 
contemporary language at this 
point in time? 

A. Yes, I do! I just started a book 
about the first and last chapters of 
the books in the Bible. It will also be 
in contemporary language like 
psalms/tweets. It will pull together 


the stories of the bible while skip- 
ping some the heavy details that a 
bible scholar might include. I 
believe my gift is opening up the 
possibilities in language that can be 
grasped easily in order to get a snap- 
shot of the Bible message and wet 
the appetite of the reader for going 
deeper. 

Q. Do you have any final 
words? 

A. God is not silent and He has 
not left us in the dark. The word of 
God can shed some light on all of the 
confusion of our contemporary 
world and satisfy the spiritual 
hunger that lies deep within every- 
one's soul. 


FINISH WHAT 
YOU’VE STARTED. 


EARN YOUR 
BACHELOR’S 


DEGREE, 
YOUR WAY. 
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1 Full-time day program 
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¢ Affordable tuition 
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e Advising and support 

e Career services committed 
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e Financial aid 
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Some clarifications about debt 


Clearing up some of 
the biggest 
misconceptions about 
government-scale 


accounting 
By THOMAS SHAMMA 


Copy Editor 


There was a lot about this 
past election that wasn’t very 
clear during the debates. 
Foremost among these were 
issues of the economy -- 
about the deficit, national 
debt, owing money and run- 
ning the government more 
like a business. 

Starting out, here are some 
clarifications about the eco- 
nomic vocabulary that has 
come up a lot this season. 

What is a deficit? 

A deficit (or a surplus) is 
the difference between the 
amount of money a country 
spends each year and the 
amount it takes in. When we 
spend more than we take in, 
we run a deficit. When we 
take in more than we spend, 
we run a surplus. 

Is a deficit the same as a 

No. The national debt is 
the total amount of money the 
country owes, and it's a lot 
bigger than the deficit. The 
United States has only once 
since its founding been out of 
debt, in 1835-1836. (1.) 

Does China really own 


most of America's debt? 

No. China owns most of 
America’s external debt, but 
that's very different from 
most of America's debt over- 
all. External debt refers to 


‘ debt held by organizations, 


individuals or governments 
outside the country. Most of 
America's debt is held by 
Americans, or by ~the 
American government -- one 
department owing another 
department money, or citizens 
having bought bonds. 
American debt owned by 
Americans totals about 52.6 
percent. China owns about 8 
percent. (2.) 

From this point on, differ- 
ent economic theories some- 
times differ on the specifics 
-- moving outside the area of 
definitions and statistics: 

Is a deficit bad? 

No, not really. During a 
recession, it makes sense for 
the government to spend more 
money than it can make back 
in taxes -- the people are 
poor, and there are problems 
that need attention. Ideally 
we would run a surplus during 
times of financial stability, 
stabilizing our total debt. 

Shouldn't the government 
only spend the money it has? 

As noted above, the gov- 
ernment sometimes needs to 
spend more than it has in 
order to put the country in a 
position to pay back its debts. 
During a recession, the gov- 
ernment may not have enough 


United Kingdom 
1% 


US Civil Service Retirement Fund 


6% 


money to help the recovery on 
its own -- but without a recov- 
ery effort, the citizens aren’t 
able to participate in the kind 
of economy that can rebuild 
our debts. 

Shouldn’t the government 
be run more like a business? 

This is a very political 
question, but it’s important to 
remember that the goal of a 
government and the goal of a 
business aren’t the same. It’s 
possible to draw analogies 
between them, but it’s also 


US Military Oil Exporters 
igement Fund 2% 2% 
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eal 


possible to mistake a good 
analogy for a bad one. 

A business’s primary goal 
and obligation is to its share- 


holders. Businesses seek to 
make as much money as pos- 
sible, ultimately to become 
profitable. 

Governments, on the other 
hand, don’t ever need to turn 
a profit -- governments invest 
national money as a shared 
resource for the benefit of 
society. 

Sources: 


Brazil 
1% 


. 

http://www.publicdebt. 
treas.gov/history/1800.htm 

25 

http://globalpublicsquare 
-blogs.cnn.com/2011/07/21/ 
who-owns-america-hint-its- 
not-china/ 

3. 

http://politicalcalculations 
.blogspot.com/search?q=who 
+owns+US+debt#. UMZkjpP}j 
n8o 


Los Angeles Times on immigration 


With Republicans 
showing new flexibility 
on immigration, 
Democrats should push 
for comprehensive 
reform 

MCTCampus 


The partisan debate over 
how to reform the nation's 
immigration system has been 
stalled in Congress for the 
better part of a decade. 
Republicans shoulder much 
of the blame for the most 
recent round of legislative 
gridlock. They have 
embraced an enforcement- 
only approach that ignores 
the fact that 11 million immi- 
grants are already living in 
the country illegally and 
won't "self-deport" (as Mitt 
Romney so memorably sug- 
gested), that some sectors of 
the economy such as agricul- 
ture rely almost entirely on 
illegal workers, and that an 


anachronistic visa process is 
making it harder for the 
United States to remain com- 
petitive in a global economy. 

Thankfully, that may soon 
change. A growing chorus of 
influential Republican voic- 
es, including evangelical 
leaders and, most recently, 
former President George W. 
Bush, are calling for swift 


action on immigration 
reform. In the wake of 
November's’ election, in 


which Latino voters cast 
their ballots overwhelmingly 
for President Obama, GOP 
leaders in Congress have sig- 
naled their willingness to 
negotiate. That's welcome 
news, but finding a compre- 
hensive fix for the deeply 
troubled system won't be 
easy. 

Last week, for example, 
the Republican-controlled 
House passed what's known 
as the STEM visa bill, which 
would provide up to 55,000 
green cards a year to foreign 
students graduating from 


U.S. colleges and universi- 
ties with master's and doctor- 
al degrees in science, tech- 


nology, engineering and 
mathematics. And in the 
Senate, GOP leaders who 


once blocked the Dream Act 
of 2010 introduced a measure 
they called the Achieve Act 
that would give legal status 
to thousands of young undoc- 
umented immigrants who 
were brought to the United 
States as children. 

The two measures are not 
perfect by any means. The 
STEM bill was blocked from 


moving forward in_ the 
Senate, where Democrats 
objected that although it 


would offer much-needed 
green cards to highly sought- 
after engineers and scien- 
tists, it would do so by elim- 
inating another visa program 
that’ benefits less-educated 
people. Democrats are hold- 
ing out for a bill that does 
not take a zero-sum-game 
approach to visas. And the 
Achieve Act is just a lite ver- 


sion of the Dream Act. It 
would offer legal status to 
fewer young people than the 
Dream Act and, even for 
those who did qualify, no 
path to citizenship. 

Nevertheless, even if. the 
proposals aren't perfect and 
even if they don't move for- 
ward, they indicate that 
Republicans are slowly rec- 
ognizing that something must 
be done, and that more is 
needed than merely tighter 
border controls and harsher 
treatment of illegal immi- 
grants. That may not seem 
like an enormous concession 
to some, but given that immi- 
gration has been on the back 
burner for years, it's an 
important shift. That's why 
the Obama administration 
and Democrats must be pre- 
pared to do their part too, and 
do it quickly, while 
Republicans are still assess- 
ing their losses. 

The president must be far 
more involved: than he was 
during his first term, when he 


offered flowery rhetoric and 
little else. He should present 
a road map for reform that 
not only calls for enforcing 
immigration laws at the bor- 
der and in the workplace, but 
also provides a realistic plan 
for dealing with those undoc- 
umented immigrants who are 
already in the country. 

Obama should also push 
for a guest-worker program 
that ensures growers a reli- 
able source of workers while 
protecting the rights of those 
foreign farm laborers. And he 
should back Republicar 
efforts to modernize the visa 
system to ensure that foreign 
graduate students aren't 
forced to leave the country as 
soon as they're handed 2a 
diploma. 

Obama has said he can’ 
repair the nation’s immigra- 
tion system alone. It now 
seems Republicans may offer 
a much-needed hand. 
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$n0 question that Susan is the heart and soul of the NECC 

he can for performing arts on campus. There is nota day that 
thing for all of her students and fellow faculty members. 
for Susan because she was lighting designer and technical 
's performance of “Gravity” and for the Theatre Departmer 


f “A Christmas Carol.” Susan was also in charge of props, costumi 


a as well. To say we wouldn't have been able to do any of this v 
. She has been able to juggle all of these responsibilities whi 
dinating with all of the ACTF (American College Theatre F. 


Freshman tell all. . 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 


Campus Life Editor 


For most people entering their 


, first year of college it's a big 


mileston. After being at the top of 
the food chain in high school as a 
senior and now starting fresh as a 
freshman in college. The transi- 
tion from high school to college 
is different for everyone. Andrea 
Birch a freshman her at Northern 
Essex aed, "As a eae a at 


NECC, choosing to go here was 
the best decision I have ever 
made for myself. Here I am 
beginning my new life and I have 
never been happier.” 

There's no doubt that college 
is a lot more stressful then high 
school. Sure it seems great hay- 
ing this new freedom, but with 
freedom comes _ responsibly. 
Milka Martinez sat down with 
freshmen's Gabriela Encalalda 
and Alyson Stryugnell to discuss 
how they felt about their first 
semester here at Northern Essex. 
Encalalda stated, “I was scared 
but overall it was a good experi- 


ence as long as I worked hard. I 
kind of saw it coming that college 
was going to be a lot of hard 
work. All my finals written, I've 
been writing a lot and revising 
making sure everything looks 
good.” 

Stryugnell had a_ similar 
response, stating, “I like having 
an every-other-day schedule, 
because it helps me get my home- 
work done. I think the work was 
definitely more, but it was defi- 
nitely more freedom than high 
school. For my finals I guess I'm 
just going to spend time going 
over my notes and read them over 
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Freshman’s first impresions 


and over again.” As Tom Petty 
once said, “I've learned one thing, 
and that's to quit worrying about 
stupid things. You have four 
years to be irresponsible here, 
relax. Work is for people with 
jobs. You'll never remember class 
time, but you'll remember the 
time you wasted hanging out with 
your friends. So stay out late. Go 
out with your friends on a 
Tuesday when you have a paper 
due on Wednesday. Spend money 
you don't have. The work never 
ends, but college does.” 


NECC Student of the Month! 


December 12 


A Seasonal Celebration & 


Childrens Holiday Party will be 


held in the SFC lobby at the 
Haverill campus from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. 

December 13, 14, 15, 17 


Finals Begin . . . 


December 18 - January 23 


End of fall semester , Winter Break! 


; month award this time Natalie asa student inthe all of the academic She has maintained a 

And the winner pe goes to Natalie classroom, I have worked requirements for the high grade point average 
ancy. with her over the past two Honors Experience: the and has_ received 

of. student of the English Honors years in my role as Honors Honors Colloquium Honors Experience 

month is Coordinator Professor Coordinator. I have found course and two Honors Scholarship for her moti- 

ce Ginger Hurajt nominated her to be responsible and Projects. Her honors work _ vation and achievements. I 

By As Clancy explaining, reliable, and willing to go has been exemplary, and am proud to nominate her 

Y ASHLEE "Natalie Clancy is an the extra mile in taking she was chosen to present for a Student of the Month 


FERRANTE 


_ Campus Life Editor 


Honors Experience stu- 
dent who will graduate as 
- a Commonwealth Honors 
Scholar in the spring. 


part in the Honors 
Experience on top of her 
scholastic and other 
responsibilities. 


one of her Honors Projects 
on ethical dilemmas in 
accounting at the National 
Collegiate Honors Council 


January 23 


Award," 
Congratulations 

Natalie and we wish you 

the best of luck in your 


Classes Begin for spring semester. 


The student of the 


Hyperconnectivity 
atit’s best ——S 


By TED GREGORY 
MCT Campus 


David Macias has five per- 


' sonal electronic devices: a laptop, 


smart phone, e-reader and not one 
but two iPods _ one for his car; 
one for workouts at the gym. 

"I have trouble sleeping 
sometimes," the 19-year-old col- 
lege freshman said while taking a 
break from watching a movie on 
his laptop in the College Of 
DuPage cafeteria. Macias said he 
sleeps with his cellphone, which 
wakes him when he receives a 


text. 


"It's crazy," said Macias of 
Aurora, Ill. "I've got to turn it 
off." 

Macias and others his age and 
younger are a growing concern 
because of their "hyper-connec- 
tivity." The word describes the 
constant connection to electronic 
devices as practiced by many of 
the so-called millennials, the gen- 
eration born from 1981 to 2000 
who came of age in the new mil- 
lennium. 

But a Pew Research Center 
survey released Wednesday 
shows that 55 percent of Internet 
experts and scholars believe that 
electronically connected youth 
"will be nimble analysts and deci- 
sion makers" who benefit from 
the practice. Slightly more than 
40 percent of those same experts 


¥ 


SO RRA TS Be a “me 


Although I have not had 


_ tending 


Natalie has completed 


in Boston this November. 


future endeavors. 


Electronics and you 


had the opposite perception, con- 


mation, are too distracted, and 
lack "deep-thinking capabilities" 
and "face-to-face social skills." 

Of course, both sides are 
hedging their predictions, saying 
that a combination of the scenar- 
ios is a more likely outcome. 

Which is how Macias sees it. 

"It could be positive because 
life becomes easier," Macias said, 
"but negative because it makes 
you do less work." 

The survey, taken Aug. 28 
through Oct. 31, asked 1,021 
"technology stakeholders and 
critics" to chose one of two sce- 
narios for the year 2020 _ gener- 
ally positive or generally nega- 
tive outcomes from hyperconnec- 
tivity. Respondents were asked 
to explain their choices. 

Some of the highlights: 

Optimists say data will be 
retrieved almost effortlessly for 
young and old. 

Pessimists argue that enter- 
tainment will trump knowledge 
and education; that the "compul- 
sive nature of modern media" is 
similar to substance addiction. 

Optimists contend that wide- 
spread connectivity has produced 
"supertaskers" capable of han- 
dling several complicated tasks 
well. 

Pessimists believe that multi- 
tasking actually decreases pro- 
ductivity and that "shallow choic- 
es," impatience, sleep deprivation 
and "stagnation in innovation" 
could be common outcomes of a 


that. hyper-connected. _ 
“young people cannot retain infor- 


hyper-connected future. 

_ "Each side is right to a certain 
extent," said co-author Janna 
Quitney Anderson, an associate 
professor of communications and 
director of the Imagining the 
Internet Center at Elon 
University in Elon, N.C. "We 
hope that the optimists end up 
being more right than the pes- 
simists." 

Suze Weinstein would count 
herself among the optimists. 

Weinstein, 23, from 
Naperville, Ill., owns a smart 
phone, e-reader, laptop and iPod. 
She had a second iPod until it was 
stolen. At home, she exercises 
with the direction of her Apple 
Wii and plays video games on an 
Xbox. 

“l'maedaae Ole ame believer,” 
Weinstein said before’ entering 
class at College of DuPage in 
Glen Ellyn, Ill, where she's study- 
ing in the medical assistant pro- 
gram. "I'm connected all the 
time." 

Weinstein estimated that 60 
percent of her connected time is 
spent texting or talking on the cell 
phone to communicate with 
employees _ one of her three jobs 
is manager of a jewelry store 
friends or family. Another 30 per- 
cent of her time is spent on 
Facebook and Twitter, again 
mostly related to her jobs, she 
said. 

And 10 percent of her time on 
electronic devices is "personal, 
chit-chatting with friends," or 
shopping online, Weinstein 
added. 


Her electronic connections 
help her keep up with old friends, 
said Weinstein, who has moved 
eight times. 

Whether it's good for the 
brain "depends on how long 
you're staring at the computer,” 
Weinstein said. "If you're playing 
6 hours of video games, that's 
ridiculous." 

Children definitely can bene- 
fit from electronic connectedness, 
said Weinstein, who is working as 
a nanny to 3, 4 and 5-year-old 
girls. 

The children have access to 
the e-world, which has taught the 
three-year-old how to add, point 
out colors and patterns and solve 
problems, she said. The child also 
knows her ABC's, Weinstein said, 
and can speak a few words of 
Spanish. 

For people Weinstein's age, 
she said, hyperconnectivity 
allows them easily to access and 
act on news and information from 
across the world. As an example, 
Weinstein noted how quickly vast 
resources arrived in Haiti after 
the catastrophic earthquake in 
2010. 

At least two respondents in 
the survey shared Weinstein's 
perspective. 

Frank Odasz, a consultant 
from Dillon, Mont., said the digi- 
tal tools are accelerating intelli- 
gence, which should lead to a 
dramatic increase in "expansive 
thinking and public problem 
solving." 

Perry Hewitt, director of digi- 
tal communications and commu- 


We want to hear from you. 


end letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


nications services at Harvard 
University, said the technological 
evolution has taken young people 
"out of the business of memoriz- 
ing facts and rules, and into the 
business of applying those facts 
and rules to complex problems." 

But one anonymous respon- 
dent to the survey noted that 
accelerated intelligence might 
yield hyper-connected millenni- 
als who would be "missing the 
sheer joy of play, of conversation, 
or quiet, contemplative 
moments.” 

Weinstein's friend, Brittany 
Hyman was raised with strict lim- 
its on her screen time and she said 
she appreciates it today. 

Hyman, 21, of West Chicago, 
ditched her Facebook page about 
two weeks ago. She joked that 
she "was spending too much use- 
less time not getting updates." 

And even though she bought a 
laptop and iPod about six months 
ago, she declines to use an e- 
reader she received for 
Christmas. Hyman said people 
who spend too much time staring 
at screens miss "so many other 
things you could be doing" and 
could hurt their social skills. 

Hyperconnectivity "definitely 
helps in terms of sharing infor- 
mation farther and faster than you 
normally would," she said. "But 
for the most part, if you can't 
keep it under control, then it con- 
trols you." 
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Community Outreach Group making strides 


cok ms still peoud 
of the Ni com- 
munity because 
many: mins it are 
a rving students 
ave ittle to 


bie in. the first 
place. 


By Milka Martinez 
News Editor 

Community Outreach 
Group is a club run by 


Northern Essex students who 
dedicate themselves to organ- 
ize fundraisers and food and 
toy drives, for non-profit 
organizations in our local area. 
This semester COG has had 
three bakes sales to raise funds 
for local shelters, and has col- 
lected over 800 dollars doing 
so. At this time of the year, 
COG usually organizes food 
and toy drives. This semester's 
fundraisers and food and toy 
drives will benefit Emmaus 
House in Haverhill, and 
Lazarus House in Lawrence. 
These two houses were select- 
ed by COG members. 

Meredith Gunning, the fac- 
ulty advisor of COG, said, 
“Regarding to the toy drive, it 
goes to Horizons for Homeless 
Children, which serves home- 
less children. They are hoping 
to receive toys from 0-6 ages, 
new and unwrapped.” Gunning 
also mention that Horizons for 
Homeless Children has a list of 
the type of gifts preferred on 
their website. "It includes 


wooden toys and puzzles, small 
doll houses, play-doh, books, 
musical instruments, Mr. and 


Mrs. Potato Head and acces- 
sories.” 
For those interested in 


donating, the drop off boxes 
are in the main lobby of C 
building, the Tech Center, 
Fitness Center, and Library on 
the Haverhill campus. On the 
Lawrence campus, the dona- 
tion boxes are located in the 
Dimitry building and _ the 
iHealth building. “Any non- 
perishable food items would be 
welcome, as well as toiletries, 
diapers, ... We will have it run- 
ning until Dec. 12, and perhaps 
a few days beyond,” said 
Gunning. 

All the food and money 
donations received by the end 
of the semester will be divided 
between Emmaus House and 
Lazarus House, and the toy 
donations will go to Horizons 
for Homeless Children. “COG 
will split the money between 
Lazarus House and Emmaus 
House 50/50. It will go as a 
check because sometimes shel- 
ters have contracts to purchase 
food more cheaply than what 
people can buy at supermar- 
kets, so we prefer to give the 
donated cash in check form and 
also give them the discretion to 
buy what they need the most.” 

Gunning later said, “It 
would be wonderful if there 
could be even more donations 
but I'm still proud of the NECC 
community because many 
within it are starving students 
who have little to give in the 


first place.” 

COG is not planning any 
other events this semester, but 
its members will still be going 
around collecting the donations 
and delivering them to the nec- 
essary groups, Gunning says. 

For those interested in 
being part of this club, COG 
meets most Mondays from 
12:00 to 12:50 p.m. in C107. 
“New members would be wel- 
comed, especially since at the 
moment our core group is 
rather small. Currently we have 
about five core active members 
and then a few others who do 
help out sometimes. It is easy 
to become a member and the 
level of involvement is up to 
the individuals involved. Just 
turn up to a meeting and I can 
sign the person on and if they 
can't make it to all the meetings 
this is perfectly fine,” Gunning 
added. 


Bad weather? 
Is the school 
closed? Call 
the school’s 


hotline, and 


they will let 
you know. 
(978)556-3002 


A word from the} 

Director of 
Public Safety & 
Transportation 


Gene Hatem, Director of 
Public Safery and Transportation 
says, “There is not too much 
going on, but the campus will 
start secing more enforcement of 
the non-smoking policy on cam- 
pus next semester. The first time 
we find a student smoking on 
ampus we will give the student a 

arning, and if we see the same 
student doing it again then we 
ill enforce action. Something 
else, with the cold weather com- 
ling up we want students and driv- 
ers in general to slow down and 
atch for icy road conditions. 


Haverhill campus — 
* Nov. 29 Inst r 
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uy pubis: cece officer. y: 
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mgs machine door, 
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More young American adults leaving the nest 


Y DON LEE 
BUNE 
MACNOTON BUREAU 


After riding out the 
tough economy in their parents’ 
basements, more young 
American adults are starting to 
break out on their own, pushing 
up the nation's mobility rate and 
giving an important boost to the 
housing market and the broader 
recovery. Thanks to improving 
job prospects and super-low 
mortgage rates, adults in their 20s 
and early 30s are moving into 
their own apartments and buying 
homes in increasingly greater 
numbers, according to real estate 
experts and government statistics. 
Census Bureau data show that the 
nation added more than 2 million 
households in the 12 months that 
ended March 31, about triple the 
annual average for the previous 
four years. Most of the gain came 
from middle-aged and older baby 
boomers, but young adults are 
hitting the road as well. The 
recession had knocked the overall 
U.S. interstate migration to a 
post-War World II low, but last 
year the number of people ages 
25 to 29 who moved across state 
lines reached its highest level in 


13 years, said William Frey, a 
demographer at the Brookings 
Institution. 

Frey called the shift significant: 
"They're leading indicators of 
migration coming for the broader 
population." A week ago, Kevin 
Ratz, 27, hitched a U-haul to his 
Ford pickup, loaded the trailer 
with furniture, stereo equipment 
and skis, and drove to Chicago. 
Ratz left behind his parents' sub- 
urban Detroit home, where he 
stayed in his childhood room for 
the past two years. The room was 
pretty much unchanged with its 
sports-car posters on the wall and 
youth-hockey trophies lining the 
bookshelf. One big reason he 
moved back in with his parents 
was the weak job market for 
young pilots. Although he had a 
degree in aviation from Western 
Michigan University and some 
experience as a flight instructor, 
he found few well-paying open- 
ings in the field. So for the past 
two years, Ratz waited it out by 
working as a tour guide, saving 
what money he could and enjoy- 
ing his mom's home cooking. 
Recently he landed a job at a 
flight school in Chicago and took 
an apartment in the hip neighbor- 
hood of Wicker Park just north of 
downtown. "It feels good to get 


out and be on my own again," 
Ratz said. 

People tend to move long dis- 
tances for new jobs. During the 
recession and slow recovery, 
young people better educated 
than their parents’ generation 
have struggled to compete with 
older workers in a job market 
with several unemployed people 
for every opening. That compares 
with about two people unem- 
ployed for every job opening 
before the 2007-2009 recession. 
Without sufficient incomes, they 
delayed marriages and having 
children, and simply stayed 
where they could pay little or no 
rent. 

The result was that 2 million 
more adults ages 18 to 34 were 


living under their parents’ roof 


last year than there were four 
years earlier, according to an 
analysis of census data by 
Timothy Dunne, an economist at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland. 


In the past year, the jobless rate of 


those ages 25 to 34 has dropped a 
little more sharply than it has for 
the overall population. It fell to 
8.3 percent in October from 9 
percent at the start of the year for 
those workers, compared with a 
decline to 7.9 percent from 8.3 


percent for all workers. "With 
stronger economic fundamentals, 
the process will pick up speed," 
Dunne said. "I think there's pres- 
sure. Households can delay for- 
mation for only so long." Laurie 
Brown, 26, said she was "com- 
pletely broke" when she moved 
back into her parents’ house near 
Tahoe City, Calif., in March 
2011. She came home with col- 
lege loans to pay and other debt 
from bouncing from one place to 
the next. "At first, I thought I'd be 
there only two months," she said. 
But Brown soon realized just 
how tough the job market was. 
She had a bachelor's degree, 
magna cum laude, in business 
communications from George 
Fox University in Newburg, Ore., 
but the best she could find after 
returning home was busing and 
waiting tables at a restaurant in 
Tahoe City. 

"I was really humbled," she said. 
"It made me feel like I wasn't an 
adult, like you're back in high 
school." Once a week, she got 
together for happy hour with 
three high-school buddies who 
were all in the same boat: college 
graduates living at home again. 
"We were kind of a support 
group,” she said. 

Then in April, after finding full- 


time work at a nonprofit youth 
development and literacy pro- 
gram in the Tahoe area, Brown 
moved into an apartment about 
15 minutes from her parents’ 
home. "In some ways it was a 
blessing in disguise," she said of 
her 14 months living with her 
mother and father. 

As hard as it was at times to 
adjust, she said, "it was really 
nice to spend time with my par- 
ents. I was able to reconnect with 
them." Meanwhile, mortgage 
rates have fallen to historical 
lows. That's made owning a home 
more affordable than it has been 
in years _ even competitive with 
rents. Perceptions that the hous- 
ing market is starting to heat up 
also have more people thinking 
of buying. As for all the talk 
about the "fiscal cliff’ _ automat- 
ic government spending cuts and 
tax increases that will kick in Jan. 
1 unless Congress acts _ it hasn't 
fazed consumers, at least not yet, 
brokers said. Not when 30-year 
mortgages can be had for 3.25 
percent interest, said Vladimir 
Kats, a Baltimore broker with 
Keller Williams Realty who spe- 
cializes in distressed properties 
and focuses more on young buy- 
ers. "The interest rate is the main 
driver," Kats said. 
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One man’s last stride makes history — 


By DALE MIDGLEY 
Guest Author 


Cliff Young was a cattle rancher in 
Australia and always had a dream to 
participate in the Sydney to 
Melbourne Marathon. The Sydney to 
Melboume is 500 miles long and in 
order to finish this grueling test you 
had to run for 16 hours and sleep for 
eight. This was the only way you 
could finish the race. 

Cliff made the decision to enter 
the marathon when he was 63 years 
old. He went down to Sydney and 
entered the race. He arrived at the 
entry station the day before the race 
was to start to sign up for the 
marathon. He walked up to the entry 
table in Bib Overalls and Rubber 
Boots and told the officials that he 
wanted to enter the marathon. 

They took one look at Cliff and 
immediately pulled out the disclaimer 
form that they were not responsible 
for any injuries or death. Cliff signed 
the form and then asked if there was 
anything else he should know. The 
said, be here at 8:00 a.m. in the mom- 


ing. 

Cliffarrived at the starting gate the 
next day in his Bib Overalls and 
Rubber Boots 

ready to run the marathon. The 
officials at the starting line took one 
look at Cliff and must have thought 
that this guy was nuts. Cliff lined up at 
the starting line and all the other run- 
ners looked at him in disbelief. The 
gun sounded and the race was on. 
Needless to say Cliff was dead last. 
The officials looked at each other and 


NECC guard 


After difficult start, 
Castros ’s hard work 


pays off 


By ROBERT HORAN 
Correspondent 


There is a player on the men's 
basketball team this year that 
never started a game at Methuen 
High School. This year, he is a 
stalwart in Coach Darren 
Stratton's starting lineup. Born in 
Queens, New York, and raised in 
Lawrence, this season he has 
become one of Stratton's most 
dependable players both on and 
off the court, 

Jarvis Castro is one of the 
starting guards for the NECC 
Knights this year. He has come a 
long way from his days as a back- 
up at Methuen High. Intent on 
attending Fisher College in 
Boston with some of his friends, 
his AAU coach Rick Gorman 
suggested Northern Essex as a 
place to mature both mentally 
and physically, and to work on 
his game. He is happy that he 
came to school here. “This was a 
great place for me to start, 
Northern Essex was the right 
choice for me,” he said. 

The 19-year old Castro is a 
quiet, thoughtful and respectful 


predicted that he would be out of the 
race before the day was over. 

The officials never asked Cliffany 
questions like- what do you do for a 
living, have you ever ran a race before, 
etc. Cliff was a cattle rancher, in 
Australia they call them sections, and 
he had over 500 head of cattle but he 
had no horses on his 200 acre section. 
So, he had to round up the cattle with 
his dogs and on foot. He had been 
doing this for years and it was the only 
way he rounded up his cattle and got 
them to market. 

The race continued and Cliff did 
what he did best - just run. Cliff did not 
tun the normal way you normally 
would run -he shuffled his feet and 
thus had no pressure on his knees. He 
also was not told the only way you can 
run this marathon is you must run 16 
hours and sleep 8. Cliff just did it his 
way and shuffled along and napped at 
his on pace. Not only did Cliff finish 
the race he won it. He didn't just win, 
he won by a day and half: He set a 
world record that was in the Guinness 
Book of records for many years, he 
also won it at the age of 64 & 65 and 
retired undefeated. Cliff was a nation- 
al hero and appeared on many TV and 
Radio programs and was a revered 
icon in Australia. When doctors inves- 
tigated how he ran, they discovered 
that his way of running was the best 
way to complete the race for it did not 
tax the knees and put little pressure on 
the muscles of the leg. 

My son, Ben Midgley, told this 
story at a convention in San Diego and 
one of the attendees who was sitting in 
the front row was from Australia. At 
the end of the story he leapt to his feet 


young man. He is a Business 
Transfer major with a 3.2 GPA, 
who has been recently asked by 
his professor, Pam Donahue, to 
join the Business Honor Society, 
Alpha Gamma Beta. “I found him 
to be an engaging and conscien- 
tious student, always willing to 
help others. I feel that he will be 
very successful in the business 
world,” said Donahue. 

His on court demeanor is the 
polar opposite of his personal 
life. He is a fast, aggressive and a 
tenacious defender. At 671” and 
170 Ibs., Castro usually draws the 
assignment of guarding the other 
team’s best player. As a result, his 
scoring is down this year, but he 
doesn't mind at all. The Knights 
are 9-2 nearing the halfway point 
of the season. 

According to Stratton, “Jarvis 
is one of the hardest working 
players that I have ever had here. 
He improved so much over the 
summer, working on all aspects 
of his game, especially his 
defense. He will make a fine 
Division 3 player wherever he 
goes.” That is high praise from 
the notoriously tough Stratton. 

When asked about what it’s 
like to work with Castro, the 
Knights’ assistant coach, Joe 
Tardif, said Castro is a “hard 
working, coachable player. He’s a 
good teammate and a leader on 
the court.” 

Athletic Director Sue 
MacAvoy said, “Jarvis is a real 


and said “‘Cliffy, Cliff Young he is a 
national hero.” 

If, you have a dream and you 
believe in yourself it doesn't matter 
how young or old 

Follow your dream and you will 
finish first in the marathon of life. 


The excerpt is from a 
book Midgley and his 
son, Ben, wrote titled 


“Golden Circle 
Secrets: How to 
Achieve Consistent 
Sales Success 
Through Customer 
Values & 


Expectations.” 
Published by John 
Wiley & Son, Inc. 

Dale Midgley is the for- 
mer dean of student 
affairs. He now lives in 
Maine and sent this to 
the Observer this 
semester, writing that 
he believed NECC stu- 
dents would find it 
interesting and inspira- 
tional. 


MCT Campus photo 


redefines the grind 


nice kid, a great leader. He is 
respectful on and off the court. 
He is the type of student athlete 
that I love to see come through 
our doors and play for us.” 

On the team’s prospects this 
season, Castro was effusive. “I 
like this year's team a lot. 
Everybody is contributing in their 
own way. I have confidence that 
we will make the play-offs. I 
believe in my team,” he said. 

He singled out Kyle Davis, 
Junior Veras and Matt Sifferlen as 
leaders of this year's team. “Kyle 
has really stepped up his game. 
He's just more active. He put in a 
lot of work over the summer. He 
is the heart of the team. He leads 
us. As a captain, he does his job 
very well,” said Castro. "We, as a 
team, did a good job picking 
Kyle, Matt and Junior as cap- 
tains.” 

With Castro and the rest of his 
teammates, it appears that the 
Knights are in very good shape to 
compete for the league champi- 
onship this season. 

The team has two more home 
games before the winter break. 
The first game is on Tuesday, 
Dec. 4 at 7:00 p.m. versus Bunker 
Hill, the last game this year is 
Tuesday, Dec. 11 at 8:00 p.m. in 
the Sport and Fitness Center 
Gymnasium. Come on out and 
support the team. NECC resumes 
play at home Saturday, Jan. 5, 
versus UConn, Avery Point at 
3:00 p.m. 


photo by Matt Gingras 


Castro is an important part of the men’s NECC bas- 
ketball team. 
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Men fall to #3 Roxbury 


Knights struggle from 
tip to buzzer, fall 93- 
37; 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


A Roxbury alley-oop in the 
closing minutes of Thursday's 
game spoke volumes about how 
the Northern Essex Community 
College Knights fared against the 
third-ranked Tigers. 

Roxbury powered past 
NECC, winning the game handi- 
ly 93-37. The Knights, who are 
now 6-5 on the season, had trou- 
ble moving the ball up court the 
entire game against a tough 
Roxbury defense. The Tigers, 
who now sit at 7-0, played a full- 
court press that NECC couldn't 
power past. 

Knights' center Kyle Davis 
and guard Damian Lugay each 
led the team in scoring, putting 
up 10 points. Eight of Lugay's 10 
came in the second half, includ- 
ing the team's lone made 3-point 
shot. Davis was a big help for the 
Knights on the glass, coming 
down with five rebounds, which 
was second behind only Tyrik 


The Knights among us 


Northern Essex 
boasts many student- 


athletes 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Northern Essex Community 
College is home to the Knights, 
the school's mascot for athletics. 
The school has baseball, men's 
and women's basketball, volley- 
ball and track & field teams, 
which are composed of students 
who attend the school. Some stu- 
dents know about the athletics 
before attending, others are 
recruited specifically to play 
here. Either way, for the student- 
athletes who make up the rosters 
of these teams, the number one 
priority is academics. 

The volleyball team was the 
squad in which Devin Mears 
(Haverhill High School) played 
for this past fall. Mears, a General 
Studies major who is applying to 
the nursing program, knew a little 
bit about the athletics before 
enrolling in the school. “My sis- 
ter played volleyball here, so I 
knew they had a_ volleyball 
team,” said Mears. “I knew the 
coach [Sue MacAvoy, who also is 
the school's athletic director] a 
little bit.” 

Mears didn't start her academ- 
ic career at Northern Essex. Last 
year she was enrolled at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth, where she didn't play 
any sports. “Volleyball was a way 


Jackson's six for team lead. 
Roxbury's Paul Becklens, 
who formerly attended Toledo 
University on a basketball schol- 
arship, led the undefeated Tigers 
in scoring with 19 points. 
Becklens had three 3-pointers to 
begin the game, quickly putting 
Roxbury in the driver's seat, 


“You will not see 


that from us 
again.” 
— Darren Stratton 


where they remained during the 
entire game. 

Darren Stratton was flustered 
after the game. “That was, by far, 
our worst game of the season,” 
said Stratton. “You will not see 
that from us again.” 

“There's a lot of finger point- 
ing on this team right now; 
they're playing divided,” Stratton 
continued. “The one positive 
from tonight was we got to play 
kids who haven't seen a lot of 
time. We're looking for someone 


for me to familiarize with the 
school,” added Mears. 

One of Mears's volleyball 
teammates, Kaila Nicholson 
(Sanborn High School), is cur- 
rently also on the women's bas- 
ketball team. Like Mears, 
Nicholson was aware of the 
school's athletic program. “I 
knew somewhat of [the program]. 
I knew they had basketball and 
volleyball, but I was hoping they 


“IT wasn’t looking 
to play sports as I 
came here.” 


— Kaila Nicholson 


had softball, which they don't,” 
Nicholson said. “I wasn't really 
looking to play sports as I came 
here, but I met some people and 
said, "You know what, I'm going 
to play.” 

All students are required to 
keep at least a 2.0 grade point 
average to stay eligible for athlet- 
ics. Mixing in sports with home- 
work can be daunting for some. 
It's not unusual for teams to lose 
players because they can't keep 
up the grades. 

Jarvis Castro (Methuen High 
School), who is in his second 
year at NECC and is a guard on 
the men's basketball team, knows 


turnovers against Roxbury. 


who can give us quality minutes.” 

The 56-point deficit was the 
Knights greatest loss of the sea- 
son. “It was the worst I've ever 
been beaten on a _ basketball 
court,” said Kyle Davis. “We 
need to figure out what we're 
going to do.” 

Roxbury's Gabriel Fumudoh 
added 18 points and Kristopher 
Cook notched in 16 for the 
Tigers. Tyrus Weaver, who leads 
Roxbury scoring, added 17. 
Adam Beazer was the fifth Tiger 
to enter double figures, having 10 


how challenging that can be. “It's 
hard, but it's not impossible to do, 
but you just have to make a lot of 
time,” Castro said. “Some days I 
just go home and go straight to 
homework.” 

Of course, some student-ath- 
letes have other reasons for going 
to school. Kyle Davis (Haverhill 
High School), Castro's teammate 
on the basketball team, said the 
school really gave him another 
chance. “This school has helped 
me a lot,” said Davis. “God 
knows where I would be if it was- 
n't for this place.” 

For Davis, the basketball 
team gives him an incentive to 
keep doing well, both on and off 
the court. A player who has had a 
troubled past, Davis had a lot of 
positive things to say about 
NECC and its athletics program. 
“Getting more students involved 
keeps kids out of trouble. If they 
get good grades, it opens up 
transfer opportunities,” said 
Davis. 

Davis and Castro both are 
eager to see more of their peers in 
the crowd supporting them. 
“Building a fan base is hard,” 
Castro said. “We go around and 
tell people to come to our games, 
because I like playing in front of 
a crowd. The last game [against 
Bristol], the crowd really brought 
us back.” 

Davis is in agreement. “We 
need to get word out. Let them 
know that we can use their sup- 
port,” said Davis. 

Davis and Castro are no 
longer eligible for athletics after 


points on the night. 


The loss comes _ before 


NECC's last game before taking } 
nearly a month off with winter} 


break. On Dec. 11, the Knights 


look to avoid finishing the first} 


half of the season at .S00, where 
they host the Community College 


of Rhode Island. CCRI is af 


Division 2 opponent and current- 
ly sit at 5-3, coming off a win 
against Dean College, who was 
ranked ninth in Division 2. 


__|Points: Kyle Davis 
|Rebs: Kyle Davis 
__ |Assist: Damian Lugay (4.0) 
_ Steals: Damian Lugay (2.6) 

~ |Block: Ryan Freeman (1.8) 


Points: Jessica Goulet (9.0) 
Rebs: Jessica Goulet (7.8) 
Assist: Aja Metcalf 
Steals: Jasmine Serrano(0.8) 
Block: Jessica Goulet (3.8) 


ori laden by Mek Ghagras 
Ryan Freeman, pictured, and the Knights suffered 30 le 


NECC Knights Stat 
Leaders 
Men: 


(14.1) 
(8.5) 


NECC Knights Stat 
Leaders 
Women: 


(0.3) 


Knight Spotlight 


Damian Lugay 
Last two games: 
10 PPG / 5 RPG/ 4 SPG 


this season, as it's their second 
season each. Northern Essex, 
being a two-year school, only 
offers two years of eligibility for 
student-athletes. However, Castro 
is looking to continue on to a 
four-year school. “I've been look- 
ing at Anna Maria,” said Castro. 
“They just looked at me for bas- 
ketball.” 

Nicholson and Mears are both 
excited for next season. 
Nicholson, while in the middle of 
the women's basketball season 
right now, said she will be back 
on the volleyball court. Mears 
will have to battle the grueling 
schedule of the nursing program 


photo by Matt Gingras (staff file photo) 
Kyle Davis had nothing but praise for the school and 
the opportunities it has given him. 


before she can make a commit- 
ment. 

Athletics do different things 
for different people. To Davis, 
though, they play a special role in 
his life. “Sports are a life lesson 
that you can’t teach someone 
unless they play them,” said 
Davis. “Being a part of a team is 
being a part of something greater 
than myself.” 
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also be able to enjoy parts of 
elite.” 


Many of the strikers were 


recent immigrants and nearly 


_ half of them women. Before the 


1 to the end of a big 
4g sty 
aut, Dr. 


focused around the elections, or rather 
re-electing the President of the United 
States-after much debate. One quieter 
event that didn't get a lot of attention, 
and possibly had more impact on us, 
both historically and now, was the cel- 
ebration of the Centennial of the City 
of Lawrence's “Bread and Roses” 
strike. 

Sound boring? If you think 
so, that's probably why it didn't 
get a lot of attention. But some 
important cautions for us today 
could be revealed from the histo- 
‘ry of the strike, and they were 
bro - at the Bread and 
Roses Symposium that took 
place at NECC Oct. 24: The 
importance of labor unions, and 
what companies do (yes they still 
do) today to try to get around 
giving benefits and paying 
decent wages. 

The bitter 1912 eight-week 
strike in Lawrence, Mass. 
sparked after the legislature cut 
the work week from 56 to 54 
hours, and mill owners cut wage 
rates. For thousands of workers, 
the strike was literally a fight for 
bread. The immigrants who led 
the walkout averaged less than 
$8 per week. That two hours loss 
of pay meant four fewer loaves 
of bread on the table. 

NECC Bread and Roses 
Symposium speaker Ethan Snow, 
a spokesman for Unite Here, a 
union that represents garment 
and textile workers in the U.S. 
including Haverhill and 
Lawrence, explained the term 
Bread and Roses: “(It) is a really 
useful moniker for the way that 

> viewed the 1912 strike. It's a 
‘movement for breadcrumbs, for 
people to be able to survive, and 
esos > 


: 
: 


Bill Fletcher Jr., author 


2 walkout, some leaders 
~ looked upon the immigrants as 


had 


unorganizable. The strike and 
their victory proved them wrong, 
and made it clear that semi- 
skilled workers could organize 
themselves to improve their con- 
ditions. 

Women played a central role 
throughout the strike, walking 
the picket lines and evacuating 
the strikers’ children to other 
cities. Although the evacuations 
were conducted primarily to aid 
the striking workers, who had lit- 
tle money to feed their children 
and needed to spend time on the 
picket lines, they ended up gener- 
ating favorable publicity for the 
strikers. City officials attempted 
to stop the children's departures, 
and it backfired. A police attack 
on women and children at a train 
station prompted a Congressional 
hearing that publicized the strik- 
ers’ low wages and poor living 
conditions. 

After eight weeks, the owners 
gave in. The strike led to pay 
hikes for over 150,000 New 
England textile workers. 

The 1912 strike had positive 
repercussions for labor movements 
worldwide. “A lot of people when 
they hear of Lawrence-the world 
over-they think of the Bread and 
Roses strike, and this past year we've 
had hundreds of thousands of people 
visiting Lawrence to celebrate the 
centennial of the Bread and Roses 
strike,” said Ethan Snow. Snow has 
been working diligently over the last 
two years ing and researching 
the history of the 1912 strike in prepa- 
ration for the Centennial. 

He is also trying to organize 
workers at the Hotel Meridien in 
Cambridge. Recently he and 
Professor Stephen E. Slaner, 
Chair of the NECC Global 
Studies Department, led a small 
walkout at the convention of the 
Community College Humanities 
Association at that hotel in sym- 
pathy with the workers. 

Slaner was struck by the rele- 
vance of the Bread & Roses 
strike of 1912 to conditions 
today. Slaner and the Department 
of Global Studies presented the 
Symposium at NECC. 

Bill Fletcher, Jr., who works 
for the American Federation of 
Government Employees which is 
affiliated with the AFL-CIO, and 
is the author of Solidarity 
Divided: The Crisis in Organized 
Labor and a New Path toward 


Ethan Snow of Unite Here 


Social Justice, was one of the 
speakers at the NECC Bread & 
Roses Symposium. According to 
Fletcher, the trade union move- 
ment needs to recapture the 
vision it had 100 years ago. 
Fletcher said that in the face 
of the Cold War, organized labor 
ceased being a social movement. 
It gave up being the champion of 


‘economic justice and took on 


more of the form of a trade asso- 
ciation. And so in that it lost the 
moral standing that it held with 
millions and millions of people. 

Some people today don't even 
know what labor unions are or 
what they do. Companies can use 
tactics such as hiring uninformed 
immigrants such as in 1912. 
Even today companies take 
advantage of young or desperate 
people to hire them as temp 
workers without benefits and at a 
lower cost. 

Snow and Fletcher, at the 
NECC Symposium, talked about 
how workers can still have diffi- 
culty organizing today and that 
we need to learn the lessons from 
history. History often repeats 
itself if we are not paying atten- 
tion. 

Fletcher ended his informa- 
tive Symposium presentation 
about the strike and the state of 
unions today by saying, “I'm 
hoping when you walk away 
from this (Symposium) that you 
look more deeply at history. Not 
just what is happening in 
Lawrence but in general, because 
what I think you are going to find 
is that it is absolutely fascinating 
and that things start to pull 
together in ways that they would- 
n't otherwise, things start to make 
sense. It's like when the Occupy 
Movement was talking about the 
upper one percent. The upper one 
percent of this society has rough- 
ly 35 percent of the wealth. Well, 
is that new in this country? No, 
actually it's not. Right before the 
depression the distribution of the 
wealth in this country was rough- 
ly half. So what happened in 
between? Well one interpretation 
of the depression is the onset of 
things called labor unions and 
that workers actually got togeth- 
er and insisted on a change in the 
way the country operated. It was- 
n't the good will of this or that 
president. And it wasn't the good 
will of a particular company. 
People on the upper crust were 
forced to change. And it's on the 
basis of that, that the living stan- 
dard of the average person in this 
country sky rocketed after 1925.” 


NECC Bread and Roses Symposium Speakers and performer 
photos by Michele Simon 


Storyteller Sharon Kennedy 


photos by Michele Simon 
The Dec. 7 showing of the popular play “A Christmas 
Carol” was sold out (top photo). Alisa Bucchiere, 
Hannah Heckman-McKenna, Arthur Gomez and Chip 
Bliss sang carols (middle photo), and John C Rogers 
Ill and J Mark Morrison played Marley and Scrooge. 


Human Rights Genocide Forum 


The Dec. 5 Human Rights Forum exploring the issues 
of genocide was sparsely attended (bottom photo). 
Tom Vartabedian, (top photo, right) former writer/pho- 
tographer with The Haverhill Gazette for 40 years, and 
recipient of more than 50 journalism awards over his 
_ career, spoke about the Armenian Genocide. 


